
The Western Region Detention Facility really got into the holiday 

spirit this past December. They decorated the indoor recreation 

area with immense amounts of garland and hung several wreaths. 

In addition to offering a plethora of holiday themed activities, the 

spirit was extended to the housing units where they initiated a 

decorating contest. Individuals utilized materials issued to them 

to create the most festive display of what Christmas means to 

them. They had three weeks to create their winter wonderlands 

in hopes of winning a prize.

Six employees were selected to participate in the judging 

and thoroughly enjoyed seeing such creativity. Not only were 

the housing units beaming with imagination, but they were 

serenaded with joyous Christmas carols. 

The mood among the population was incredibly uplifting. Out of 

six housing units, one really stood out as being the most artistic. 

Everyone in that housing unit received a second extra ‘Christmas 

Commissary Bag’ which consisted of a variety of fun goods.

WRDF Gets Into the 
Holiday Spirit

Written By Tiffany Hartley, 

Western Region Detention Facility

In February of this year, a raffle was held at LaSalle 
ICE Processing Center (LIPC) for an Apple IPad Mini. 
All proceeds were to benefit the LaSalle Parish Special 
Education Department’s Special Olympics in March and 
LaSalle Parish Special Education Department’s Prom in 
April. Many students from schools all around the LaSalle 
Parish area attend the one-day Olympic event.

With a goal of 250 dollars, the generous employees of 
LIPC raised over $700!

David Daniels, Assistant Transportation Manager of 
LaSalle ICE Processing Center, was the winner of the 
raffle and offered to donate the IPad back to the special 
education department.

Pictured: David Daniels

LIPC helps LaSalle 
Parish Special 
Education Department
Written By Diana Courtney, LaSalle ICE Processing Center
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What happens when a couple of officers come up with an idea to get a bunch of their co-workers together for some fun quality time after 
work? You get a team of co-ed indoor soccer players and call them "The Shooters.”  

Working around their schedules and the myth of “it never rains in Southern California,” 19 employees from various departments at the 
Western Region Detention Facility in San Diego started practicing for their weekly Friday night games. Friends and family joined together 
to cheer them on.  With little to no experience for a lot of the players, it has been a progression of everyone getting better and improving 
their skills.  The ultimate goal was to have fun, which they have definitely succeeded at. 

After the game, there’s always time for relaxation and getting together with the “fans,” It’s a great way to meet new family members 
and see how fast they grow! After this season, the team hopes that the Shooters can continue to play and make it a tradition for years to 
come. As word spreads, there will be no shortage of prospective players!

Pictured Left to Right: 

Standing: Raymond Duhay, Nathan Gallegos, Juan Pulido, Juan Morales, Alexis Rodarte holding  Anjali Rodarte, Fabian Rodarte, Miah Rodarte,  

Israel Plasencia Torres, Adrian Cortez

Kneeling: Hay Dinh, Maritza Gil, Alynna Navarro, Juan Melendrez, Marianna Rodriguez, Stephen Alvarez, Irma Juvera, Maylean Rubio, Ofelia 

Pulido

Written By Rosalie Smith, Western Region Detention Facility San Diego

Western Region Detention Facility's

The Shooters
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Support for Young 
Soccer Star

The GEO Group Australia and Arthur Gorrie 
Correctional Centre supported the sporting path of 
14-year-old soccer player Kieran Rocks.

Kieran was selected in the Queensland team to play 
at the national championships in Coffs Harbour and 
received a $500 sponsorship from GEO.

It was Kieran’s debut representing Queensland, and 
he started in great style by scoring on the opening 
day against South Australia to level the match at 2-2.

Kieran’s father, Andy Rocks, who is a trade instructor 
at Arthur Gorrie, thanked GEO for its support.

Written By Megan Barkle,
Arthur Gorrie Correctional Centre

Automotive Project 
for Local Charities

Junee Correctional Centre has a proud 
history of supporting the local community 
through fundraising partnerships and in 
recent years automotive-based projects 
have proven very beneficial for inmates, 
employees and the community.

In 2015, with support from the Centre’s 
Industries Manager and trade instructors 
from TAFE NSW, inmates completed a 
successful restoration of a classic 1973 
Holden HQ Monaro GTS sedan. The car 
was auctioned off and raised $34,000 for 
the Police Citizens Youth Club.

In 2017, the Centre embarked on another 
car restoration — this time a 1980s WB 
Holden Coupe Utility. Once again it was a 
success and as the first prize in a raffle the 
car raised $78,190 for Can Assist Junee. The 
figure was more than double the average 
annual fundraising income for this charity, 
which supports locals battling cancer.

Projects of this nature provide inmates 
with a wonderful opportunity to apply the 

Written By Haley Robertson, Junee 
Correctional Centre

Pictured Left to Right: Andy Rocks, Sidd Mehta, Kieran Rocks

technical skills they are learning — such 
as spray painting, automotive restoration, 
panel beating and mechanical engineering 
— in a practical setting. They also teach 
them the ability to work as a team and build 
self-esteem. 

The Centre’s employees also get heavily 
involved, not only supporting inmates 
working on the project, but working with 
the charity to ensure the project gets a great 
deal of exposure to maximise fundraising.

Country Hope is the newest local not-for-
profit service provider to partner in this 
year's restoration of a 1987 VL Commodore. 

Founded in 2003 by a small group of 
Wagga Wagga residents, Country Hope 
supports local families who have a child 
diagnosed with cancer or a chronic life-
threatening illness. Today the organisation 
supports over 170 families throughout the 
Riverina area.

Inmates have started working on the car 
with as many as ten involved on a regular 
basis. The project is expected to be 
completed around November 2019.

Pictured L to R: Steve Webb, Ellie Webb, 

Trevor Coles
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Ravenhall Correctional Centre raised $4,000 for the Polished 
Man charity.

Funds raised through Polished Man are channelled into 
trauma prevention and trauma recovery programs for children 
who are at risk of or have suffered violence. 

The global charity challenges men and women to paint their 
fingernails blue and purple, which are popular colours to 
spark conversations 
around violence 
against children 
and encourage 
donations. 

Over 300 
Ravenhall inmates 
participated in the 
fundraiser and 
contributed almost 
$2,500. Additional funds were contributed by The GEO 
Group Australia, Ravenhall Correctional Centre staff, their 
family and friends.

Funds raised are provided to organisations such as The 
Australian Childhood Foundation, Survivors & Mates Support 
Network, Hagar Australia, and Polished Man. 

Junee Correctional Centre has again acknowledged young achievers in the local 
community by presenting scholarships and awards through its annual ‘Youth in 
Focus’ Scholarship Program.

Ten awards were presented and the recipients were announced on Australia Day in 
three categories, Academic Excellence, Sporting Distinction and Creative Arts.

The Sporting Distinction Scholarship winner was 16-year-old Riley Makeham, a 
highly talented hockey player who has claimed several local awards and represented 
the region in State Championships. 

Other major ‘Youth in Focus’ awards were presented to netballer Hayley Stevens 
who was awarded 2018 Netballer of the Year for the NSW State Championships 
and dancer Ruby Brodin who has been dancing competitively since the age of 12 
travelling to different states to compete in dance events and competitions. Ruby 
would love to one day teach performing arts.

Each year, The GEO Group Australia presents $10,000 to local youth through the 
awards as either a scholarship or recognition and encouragement awards.

Pictured: Top: Ruby Brodin pictured with Ainslie Wood receiving her Creative Arts 
Excellence Award  Bottom: Makeham receiving his Sporting Distinction Scholarship

Putting the Focus on Local Youth
Written By Haley Robertson, Junee Correctional Centre

Written By Emily Cunningham, 

Ravenhall Correctional Centre

Ravenhall Raises $4,000
to Support Youth

The YMCA Rebuild Program at 
Ravenhall Correctional Centre 
teaches participants building and 
maintenance skills to prepare them for employment. These include plaster 
repair, tiling, painting, use of hand and power tools and wood finishing. 

Once participants complete the program they undertake project work, 
including making chopping boards, chess boards, furniture and wooden toys.

Recently, participants voluntarily made wooden toys for the Ravenhall Visitor 
Centre. The toys are more robust than plastic ones and can easily be repaired 
if required.

The project has allowed participants to refine their use of tools when making 
items that require accurate measuring, cutting, drilling and shaping as well as 
improve finishing techniques including sanding, staining and painting.

In another initiative, Citrix and its staff have contributed toys for the Visitor 
Centre and for use in the Melbourne City Mission’s ‘Day with Dad’ program.

Citrix has a relationship with The GEO Group Australia through the provision 
of in-cell information technology at Ravenhall. 

Through its internal corporate giving initiative, Citrix wanted to contribute to 
a rehabilitation program with a focus on families and children and chose the 
‘Day with Dad’ program.

Written By Emily Cunningham, 

Ravenhall Correctional Centre

Toys for 
Visitor Centre
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Koala Rescue at 
Fulham

The usually uneventful early morning drive to Fulham Correctional 
Centre by correctional officers Merri & Malcolm McCalman 
turned into a rescue mission when they came across a koala 
that had been struck by a vehicle and lay fatally injured in the 
middle of the roadway.  

Deciding to remove the animal from the busy thoroughfare, 
closer inspection revealed a baby clinging to the koala’s back. 
After being carefully removed from the mother’s body, the little 
koala then quickly clambered up the nearest upright object – a 
road sign. 

Whilst sometimes called koala ‘bears,’ these animals are in 
fact a type of mammal called marsupials that give birth to 
underdeveloped young in a pouch. Baby koalas, known as 
‘joeys,’ develop in their mother’s pouch for about six months 
and once strong enough, hitch a ride on mum’s back for another 
six months and only return to the pouch to feed and sleep.  

Natural instincts kicked in for this joey, who Merri & Malcolm 
named George, as he quickly made his way up the post to safety.  

In the wild, koalas can only be found perched high up in the 
treetops of eucalyptus trees in the native bushlands and forests 
on the southeast and eastern sides of Australia’s coastline.  The 
strong cartilage at the end of their curved spine gives them a hard 
bottom which enables them to balance safely and comfortably 
in the forks of the branches. 

Koalas spend most of their time feasting on the leaf tips of 
certain types of eucalyptus trees and can consume from 500g 
to 1kg of leaves in a day. They rarely need to drink water as the 
leaves contain up to 50% water.  It is believed that the name 
koala comes from an Aboriginal term meaning ‘no drink.’  Due 
to their low energy diet and very low metabolic rate, koalas can 
sleep for up to 20 hours a day.

Koalas are most active at night and around dawn and dusk. If 
they get disturbed, get too hot or cold, or need to move between 

Written By Regina Regulska, 
Fulham Correctional Centre

trees, they’ll use their strong arms, powerful legs and sharp claws to climb 
down. After trying to coax George down with calming words, it became 
obvious that Malcolm would have to climb up the road sign to retrieve 
him, which according to Merri, was quite a sight! George was eventually 
brought down safely, but Malcolm was a bit worse for wear, sustaining a 
number of scratches during the rescue which later required him to have 
a tetanus shot. 

It soon became clear that the joey would have to accompany them to work, 
as all attempts to contact Animal Aid for assistance at the site were futile. 
So, wrapped in a towel and perched on Malcolm’s lap, George settled in 
somewhat nervously to this strange environment while Merri continued 
the drive to work.  

Upon their arrival at the Centre, George was carefully placed into a property 
bag to restrict his movements while further calls were made to a local 
wildlife shelter. Before too long, his new “mum,” a local volunteer wildlife 
carer came to collect him. The carer confirmed that the joey was indeed a 
male and had been aptly named by the GEO staff.   

GEOrge is now well on the way to a full recovery after being provided with 
rehydration fluids, food supplements and veterinary treatments.  This care 
will continue for a total of nine months before he can be released in the 
wild, where his expected lifespan is around 10 to12 years.

Pictured Left to Right: Merri & Malcolm McCalman
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including being diagnosed with kidney failure at 12 years-of-age and the death of his best friend in a farming accident. As a result of renal 
failure, Jarrod spent four years on dialysis before receiving a kidney transplant.

Jarrod’s friend, Jack, had been in the process of restoring an old ‘Ute’ (an Australian term for a coupe utility) before his death, and Jarrod 
painted the body and fitted a custom-built tray.

Over 300 hours of work went into the Ute and Jarrod, now in good health, will complete the refurbishment with the hope of having it on 
the road in a few months. Junee Correctional Centre General Manager Scott Brideoake said the inmates take a lot of pride in their work on 
projects of this nature. “They can see the benefits of the work they are doing in the Centre,” he said, “and when they know a vehicle like 
this is going to a charity they really do put a lot more into it.”

When he saw the Ute for the first time at the Centre Jarrod was lost for words. “I could never imagine that it would have reached the level it 
has,” he said. “I would never have been able to get it there and I am so thankful for those who made it happen.” Jarrod became emotional 
when talking about his friend and said Jack would have been thrilled with the work done on the Ute to-date. “He would think it was the best 
thing in the world,” he said. “He would be pretty proud of it.” 

Jarrod said he would be forever grateful to everyone who participated in the project and that he could not wait to complete the job and take 
the Ute for a drive.

A unique collaboration between Junee Correctional Centre, TAFE NSW 
and Make-A-Wish Australia has made a teenager’s dream come true.

Jarrod Roesler, 19, has faced significant challenges over the years 

Inmates Make-A-Wish 
Come True

Written By Haley Robertson, Junee Correctional Centre

“I would never 
have been able to 
get it there, and 
I am so thankful 
for those who 
made it happen.”
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Ravenhall Correctional Centre in 
Melbourne has celebrated its one-year 
anniversary with a function attended by 
more than 200 staff, alliance partners, 
Corrections Victoria personnel and 
guests.

The Centre received its first intake of 
25 inmates on 13 November 2017. “By 
7pm we still had to process 15 inmates, 
and I wondered if we would be working 
well into the night to process the initial 
group,” said Ravenhall general manager 
Trevor Craig when reflecting on that day. 
“We have certainly come a long way 
since — in just 12 months Ravenhall has 
taken in 3,345 inmates and processed 
5,268 inmate movements including 
transfers and discharge. Today, all of 
our procedures and policies are very 
streamlined, and the Centre functions as 
well as any other prison in the system.
That is a significant achievement when 
you consider where we came from with 
a completely new facility and a staffing 
roster comprised of predominantly new 
recruits.”

The confidence that Corrections Victoria 
has in Ravenhall was reflected earlier this 
year when it instructed GEO to increase 
inmate numbers to the Centre’s full 
built capacity of 1,300 beds — initially 
the plan was to limit the capacity to 
1,000 beds. Speaking at the anniversary 
function, Corrections Victoria Deputy 
Commissioner Rod Wise commended 
Ravenhall for running so well that the 
increase in inmate numbers had not 
affected the Centre’s operations. 

He also thanked GEO and Centre staff (over 
600 employees have worked at Ravenhall 
during the year) for accommodating the 
state’s requirements so well. 

The Centre has been extremely busy with 
more than 855,000 meals served, more than 
18,000 visitors received, and over 72,000 
inmate medical appointments undertaken 
(including 55,200 nursing and 9,410 
general practice consultations).

The GEO Group Australia Managing Director 
Pieter Bezuidenhout commended Ravenhall 
staff for the first year of operations, noting 
that of all GEO facilities worldwide Ravenhall 
is a leader in rehabilitation and reintegration 
through its delivery of GEO’s ‘Continuum 
of Care’ model and the operation of The 
Bridge Centre. He also acknowledged the 
work of GEO’s alliance partners in this area.

A dedicated community reintegration facility, 
The Bridge Centre allows men released from 
Ravenhall to receive services and support on 
a voluntary basis for up to two years post 
release — over 300 have taken advantage 
of this opportunity. Ravenhall clinicians and 
GEO’s alliance partners attend the Centre 
to deliver post-release services, while three 

staff provide a permanent presence.  

Other figures that demonstrate the work 
being undertaken in rehabilitation and 
reintegration over the past 12 months at 
Ravenhall include the delivery of 10,500 
hours of vocational/academic learning and 
over 1,700 inmates completing remand, 
offending behaviour and/or alcohol and 
other drug treatment programs.

Over 2,000 clinical screenings and 
assessments for remand, offending 
behaviour and alcohol and other drug 
treatment programs were undertaken and 
over 1,100 inmates participated in individual 
clinical intervention during the year. A 
further 500 inmates completed personal 
development and life skills programs. There 
were also over 6,000 episodes of pre-release 
service delivery for inmates to address 
transition and reintegration needs (some 
receive multiple services). 

GEO’s alliance partners include Melbourne 
City Mission, YMCA, and the Bendigo 
Kangan Institute. GEO also partners with 
Forensicare and Correct Care Australasia 
for health services.

Ravenhall Celebrates First Anniversary

Written By Emily Cunningham, 

Ravenhall Correctional Centre

GEO World 2Q2019     International Services     25



26     GEO Care     GEO World 2Q2019

Thanks to the staff at Talbot Hall, a residential reentry center in Kearny, New 
Jersey, for their abundant contributions that provided food to help feed the federal 
workers during the government shutdown. A local church in Bayonne, “All Saints 
Catholic Church,” offered the federal workers a buffet dinner in their honor 
on January 23, complete with a “Pop Up Pantry,” that included non-perishable 
donations. Collections ranged from food to personal items, and gift cards for gas 
or fast food. The event was aimed at assisting local Coast Guard personnel facing 
the challenges of the shutdown.

Talbot Hall staff did an amazing job contributing so much cooked food and food 
items that two trips were needed for delivery. A special call was made for prepared 
casseroles to serve 6-8 people, and Daryl Walker, Food Service Manager, and 
EHCA Director Sheila Leonardo cooked up the casseroles, including an array of 
hot meals and spaghetti pies.

Coast Guard members and their families were appreciative of a good night with 
an array of hot food and stacks of items for them to take home. The giving 
spirit at Talbot Hall continues to 
resonate for those in need. The 
Center takes pride in its tradition of 
a generous response to answer calls 
from the community, ranging from 
school supplies, food donations, 
blood drives, and inside/outside 
cleanups. The Talbot team prides 
itself in giving back to all and enjoys 
the many local partnerships that 
enhance the reentry mission for its 
residents and staff.

Pictured: Daryl Walker, Food Service 
Manager 

Talbot Hall Staff Contribute 
Food To Federal Workers
Written By Karen Collins, 
GEO Care Marketing Manager

The Sacramento BOP DRC hosted its first 
open house on Thursday, January 17, 2019. 
The open house was an opportunity for the 
DRC to showcase the fantastic work they’re 
doing in partnership with the Bureau of 
Prisons. They utilized the event to showcase 
their unique model of both accountability 
and programming while emphasizing their 
expertise in evidence-based programming.

The DRC had various stations throughout the 
facility which emphasized key programming 
components. Two of the most popular 
stations included information on groups and 
evidence-based practices. Guest were able to 
tour the facility, learn more at the stations, 
and enjoy food and drinks.

Many individuals who were not able to 
attend have expressed interest in coming by 
to check out the facility. We also received 
a lot of interest in attending our upcoming 
Community Advisory Board that will take 
place in February. 

Despite the weather and the government 
shutdown, the Sacramento BOP DRC is 
pleased to share the success of the event. 
Congratulations to the Sacramento BOP DRC 
team for their successful Open House!

Written By Amanda Owens,
Sacramento BOP DRC 

Sacramento BOP
DRC Hosts First 

Open House



Congratulations to the New Mexico Women’s Recovery Academy (NMWRA) in Albuquerque, NM for being featured on the weekly 
newsletter show “50 Plus Prime,” hosted by Tony Fama. The GEO facility was selected as a residential center that partners with Ann 
Edenfield Sweet, founder of “Wings for Life,” an organization that is dedicated to stopping the cycle of incarceration amongst women.

Ms. Sweet volunteers at the Women’s Recovery Academy, providing supportive services to the residents currently receiving GEO Reentry 
Services’ evidence-based programming. Ms. Sweet focuses her efforts on simple life skills – the importance of a handshake, giving back to 
the community, and learning to identify healthy role models. The show highlighted the positive results that can happen when women are 
offered supportive treatment services to recover from substance abuse, poverty, and criminal lifestyles. 

The show covered activities and counseling sessions at NMWRA, including interviews with Renee Mollineda, Counselor; Russell Ouellett, 
Treatment Services Supervisor; and Maxine Cordova, Counselor. Residents also had an opportunity to be on camera, and expressed 
gratitude for the services received at NMWRA and Ms. Sweet’s volunteerism. GEO Counselors were recorded speaking to groups consisting 
of female residents referred from the New Mexico Department of Corrections, Probation and Parole division.  

“If you change your thoughts, you change your outcome,” said Ms. Mollineda, Counselor at NMWRA as she addressed the group. 
“Correct your thinking by not saying ‘I can’t,’ and replacing it with what you are attempting to accomplish. Correct your thinking on the 
spot.” 

GEO Reentry’s gender-specific programming includes parenting classes, substance abuse treatment, life skills, and employment and 
vocational training.  Show coverage included scenes from the morning meeting that serves as a support group, residents working in 
cognitive-based treatment programming sessions with their counselors, and Zumba class. GEO’s cognitive behavioral treatment program 
focuses on changing thinking patterns to a positive path ultimately leading to a reduction in recidivism.

“The reason that treatment is so important is that it’s giving each of these members a chance to become productive members of society,” 
said Russell Ouellett, Treatment Services Supervisor. “The more support our residents have when they return to the community the better 
they do, and it cuts down on recidivism significantly.”

Thank you to ‘50 Plus Prime,’ who presented an uplifting show filled with hope and the value of second chances. With this inside look at 
the New Mexico Women’s Recovery Academy, the viewer will likely be moved by their mission of changing lives and returning individuals to 
society with the tools needed to live a positive, law-abiding life from then on.

The show aired nationally in January 2019 and can be seen on YouTube and other social media outlets.

“If you change 
your thoughts, 
you change your 
outcome.”

Written By Karen Collins, GEO Care Marketing

The New Mexico Women’s 
Recovery Academy Featured On 
‘50 Plus Prime’ TV Show
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Mr. John Steve, former inmate at Southwestern Illinois 
Correctional Center (SWICC), celebrates holding the position 
of Director at the Herrin House in Herrin, Illinois, for five years, 
entering his sixth year this spring. Influenced by GEO Reentry 
Services in-prison treatment programming at SWICC, Mr. 
Steve reentered society with the goal of helping others and 
a commitment to changing his lifestyle in order to achieve 
positive goals and give back. Mr. Steve was influenced by Tim 
O’Boyle, National Alumni Manager for GEO Reentry, while an 
inmate at SWICC. 

“It is the mission of Alumni Services to help others transition 
to a positive lifestyle,” said Mr. O’Boyle. “John Steve is a 
great example of how the programming works to create 
change from the inside out. We are very proud of him and 
the important work he does at Herrin House.”

Mr. O’Boyle returns regularly to SWICC to pass on a message 
of a better life and let current inmates know that change is 
possible. Mr. Steve was mentored by Mr. O’Boyle upon his 
release and remembers the advice he received to be mindful 
of people, places, and things.  Seeing others from similar 
backgrounds now living successful lives, accomplishing goals, 
and having the dedication to create positive results made a 
big impression on him.

“I am very grateful to have met Tim and be in the program at SWICC,” said Mr. Steve. “After 5-1/2 years of incarceration I feel my debt to 
society is still not paid. I want to continue to give back to society and help others less fortunate. That is how I make peace with my past and 
hope for the future.” Director of Herrin House since mid-2013, Mr. Steve claims he experiences a peace of mind that he never has experienced 
prior to reentry programming. “This career has been very rewarding for me,” said Mr. Steve. “I am very proud of being the Director of an 
organization that helps so many. My goal is to continue to fulfill needs in the local community. I am honored to help others become sustainable 
by providing spiritual help, food, or clothing to those who need it.”

Herrin House is a unique non-profit organization in many ways. The soup kitchen has greeters at the door, and offers a choice of entrees and 
side dishes in the meal. They average feeding 140 individuals per day, and in the summer when children are not in school, they provide a free 
summer meal program and average 190, including the children and volunteers. 

Besides being a soup kitchen, clothing is also available, a food pantry, thrift store, as well as free GED classes held in conjunction with the 
local community college. Herrin House also maintains a training/job reference program that trains individuals and pays the fee for them to 
take the Food Safety Management test, in return for volunteering at the facility. “If I can offer any advice to those preparing to reenter society, 
it is to never be afraid to focus on your long term goals,” said Mr. Steve. “Starting life all over again is hard, but don’t let the fear hold you 
back from achieving your better self.”  

GEO Reentry’s Alumni Services offers help to those transitioning into society through mentorship and community resources.

Pictured: John Steve

Successful Alumnus 
Celebrates Five Years 

as Director of 
Herrin House

Written By Karen Collins, GEO Care Strategic Marketing



Residents at Delaney Hall were especially uplifted by a visit from 
a three-person speaker group that featured the prominent actor 
Michael K. Williams on January 17, 2019. The speakers came to the 
facility to bring their special message about the juvenile justice crisis 
in the country, and show a documentary, “Raised in the System,” 
they recently completed. Mr. Williams and his team created the 
documentary to educate young adults about the possibility of change, 
reaching for a second chance, and to bring awareness about the need 
for criminal justice reform. 

“We were very honored to have Michael K. Williams and his associates 
bring this valuable message to Delaney Hall residents,” said Richard 
McCourt, Senior Area Manager Northeast, GEO Reentry Services. 
“They had a huge impact on all in attendance. They are proof that 
change can happen and success stories exist. Thanks to Hannah 
Vincent, a Case Manager at Delaney Hall for arranging this special 
event.” 

The actor and his two associates, Dominic Dupont and Turner Jones 
spoke to approximately 200 residents that are engaged in GEO reentry 
programming at Delaney Hall. The population that attended is referred 
from the Essex County Department of Corrections. 

“Our guests brought a powerful message to all,” said Ms. Vincent. 
“We are very grateful they responded to our invitation, and are 
committed to bringing this positive message to our young people. 
They are giving hope to this generation, who will then carry the 
message to others about the possibility of leading successful lives.”

“Raised in the System” draws attention to the large amount of 
juvenile offenders caught up in the criminal justice system and the 
need to offer help to those experiencing a difficult start. Mr. Williams 
was struck by the remorse expressed by residents when visiting youth 
programs nationwide and wants to ensure that young offenders are 
not forgotten about. 

“I am grateful that someone did not give up on me and these young 
people deserve the same,” said Mr. Williams. He supports mentorship, 
community activism, and stresses the importance of letting at-risk 
youth know that someone cares and believes in them.

Residents had their pictures taken with the star and his partners, 
who were overjoyed at meeting Mr. Williams of ‘Boardwalk Empire’ 
and ‘The Wire’ fame. His message of hope is reinforced by the 
programming they are receiving at Delaney Hall. He addressed the 
crowd as living proof that life can go as far as you choose to take it by 
incorporating positive principles. 

GEO Reentry’s evidence-based programming at Delaney Hall consists 
of substance abuse programming, cognitive behavioral treatment, 
individual and group counseling, lifestyle changes, educational and 
GED services, alumni/aftercare programs, and additional reentry 
services that help support a successful reentry to the community.

Pictured Left to Right: Top: Michael K. Williams, Tyshone Llano

Actor Michael K. 
Williams Brings Message 
Of Hope to 
Delaney Hall
Written By Peter Conerly, Perth Amboy CRC

GEO World 2Q2019     GEO Care     29



30     GEO Care     GEO World 2Q2019

Written By DeJuan Lewis, 
Taylor Street Center 

Just recently, Mr. DeJuan Lewis (Assistant Director-CDCR 
Program) at the Taylor Street facility in San Francisco, 

California was nominated for an Honorary Doctorate Award from the University of San Francisco, California. This stems from his outstanding 
efforts and the connections he has made with the University. He is a co-educator in the Performing Arts and Social Justice course that has ten 
ex-lifers as participating students. He is also participating in the Co-Educator Community Fellowship Program weekly with the Leo T. McCarthy 
Center housed at the University. In addition to him being a co-founder of his own non-profit, he has helped to create jobs by forming strategic 
partnerships with SF public works, SF Recology and CAL Trans. Mr. Lewis also hires ex-offenders who are housed at the GEO Taylor Street facility 
into his workforce development non-profit, Civic Pit Stop.

Mr. Lewis is also working on a partnership with the San Francisco Police Department to create a youth violence 
prevention network for the youth in some of the troubled schools in the community. DeJuan has met with the 
commander and captain of the force and they have been in contact with several school principals to help facilitate 
a program where some of the male and female long-term offenders can go to speak and mentor at the schools 
where the at-risk youth are enrolled.

As Taylor Street continues to make positive social connections in the community to better serve the population, they 
recently teamed up with Alliance For Change, a non-profit based out of the University of San Francisco California. 
Alliance for Change comes into the Facility twice a week where they teach a cell phone tutorial and computer 
literacy class to the long-term offender population. This has been a truly rewarding experience for all involved.  

Mr. Lewis and Taylor Street have been dedicated to making lasting community connections at the residential reentry 
facility by consistently thinking outside the box to create and navigate better ways to assist the population we serve.  

University of San 
Francisco Honorary 
Doctorate 
Nomination 

PERFORMING 
ARTS CREW 

Do you want to tell your story, bring movement to your 
history, shape notes and lyrics that reveal your experiences?

JANUARY 31 - MAY 2

Questions? Please contact DeJuan: delewis@geogroup.com

A group of 10 individuals gathered in the 
Lecture Hall at Delaney Hall.  It was the first 
time since Delaney Hall had reopened that 
Meditation and Yoga were being offered in 
the facility again.  Eight of the participants 
were male Essex County inmates, the two 
facilitators were from Family Services, Kerry 
McCann, Family Services Coordinator and 
Alexis Giglio, Marriage & Family Therapy 
graduate student intern. Giglio had brought 
the idea to Ms. McCann a couple weeks 
prior and McCann was excited to get the 
program started. She had been wanting to 
implement meditation and mindfulness.  

The following week the number of 
participants grew to 20. The group is 
now being held each Friday. It has regular 
attendees weekly and continues to grow in 
size with each session.  Giglio and McCann 

help the residents with their techniques 
throughout the classes.  Each session starts 
with about 20-30 minutes of meditation, 
then moves into basic yoga techniques for 
20-40 minutes.

Following each session residents are asked 
how the session was for them, they report 
feeling relaxed but energized, some speak 
of achiness in their muscles or limbs because 
of the poses but almost all state they look 
forward to this group each week, saying it 
is their opportunity to exercise and stretch 
as well as a chance to relax.  The team is 
trying to bring these practices to each of 
the units within the facility.  The female unit 
will be introduced to guided meditation 
within the next month.  Both McCann and 
Giglio are looking into becoming certified in 
Transcendental Meditation.

Yoga & Meditation Off To 
Successful Start At 

Delaney Hall

Written By 

Kerry McCann, Delaney Hall



The Louisville Day Reporting Center in Kentucky 

proudly experienced an increased number of 

program completions during 2018. The center 

provides non-residential reentry programming 

for offenders referred from the Louisville Metro 

Department of Corrections. The number of 

satisfactory completions in 2018 rose by nearly 

14 percent over the previous year, with the 

Center celebrating 48 program graduations in 

2018. 

“We are proud to provide evidence-based 

programming, which helps participants change 

their lives in a positive way,” said Andrew 

Young, Area Manager, Central Region for GEO 

Reentry Services. “The staff at the Louisville 

Center work hard to establish productive 

lifestyles, make the community safer, and serve 

local law enforcement agencies.”

In addition to celebrating an increased 

graduation rate, the Louisville Center also takes 

pride in having achieved an employment rate of 

approximately 72 percent. Chris West, Program 

Manager at the Louisville DRC, attributes the 

favorable rate to employers who are willing to 

work with the population and the facility having 

a strong partnership with Work Ready agencies 

that provide soft skill training and job coaching 

in the Louisville area.

“We are very pleased to see an increase 

towards positive change happening with our 

participants,” said Mr. West. “It is rewarding 

to see so many participants embracing 

the program. There is a definite change of 

willingness to make better decisions at the end 

of the program and to interact with the staff 

who deliver the services in a respectful manner.”

The Louisville DRC provides a program of reentry 

services to male and female participants based 

on cognitive therapy treatment principles, 

including Moral Reconation Therapy (MRT), 

case management, and a life skills program. 

The comprehensive life skills program includes 

substance abuse education and assistance 

with securing employment along with resume 

writing, job coaching, and interview skills 

practice. Participants also engage in community 

service at Goodwill Industries nearby.

We look forward to continued success in 

2019, encouraged by the positive impact  GEO 

Reentry programming is having in the lives of 

participants as they return to the community.

Written By Karen Collins, GEO Care Strategic Marketing

GEO Reentry Services Succeed At 
Louisville Day Reporting Center

Louisville Day Reporting Center in Louisville, 
Kentucky
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New Jersey Alumni 
& Talbot Hall 
Staff Celebrate A 
Decade Of Service 
On MLK Day
Written By 
Karen Collins, 
GEO Care Marketing

Four degree weather did not stop the tradition of service to the 
community, which was upheld on Jan. 21, 2019, when members of 
New Jersey Alumni Services and staff from Talbot Hall Residential Reentry 
in Kearny, NJ, joined together to volunteer in honor of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day. Celebrated as a ‘Day of Service’ in memory of the civil 
rights leader, alumni partnered with Jersey Cares, an organization that 
coordinates volunteer efforts throughout New Jersey.

Arthur Townes, Manager of NJ Alumni Services and Sheila Leonardo, 
EHCA Director at Talbot Hall met with a group at the 13th Avenue School 
in Newark to do painting and general cleanup.  All worked tirelessly to 
make a difference in the appearance of the school hallways. After a few 

hours of work, the group left the school with a new clean look ready for 
the students returning the next day.  

“The GEO Group is dedicated to making a difference for tomorrow, 
today,” said Angela Geisinger, Senior Director, Education & Programs for 
GEO Care, Inc. “The alumni service division believes in coming together, 
so that we can grow together. We are honored to give back to our 
community and overjoyed to be a part of this great day.”

This is the tenth consecutive year that Alumni Services has partnered 
with New Jersey organizations to participate in community service 
opportunities that help those in need. Prior years alumni and staff 
volunteered their time to help out in schools, assist at senior centers, help 
the homeless, and assist with general assignments where help is needed. 

“As members of GEO Alumni Services, we understand the importance of 
giving back to the community,” said Arthur Townes. “Today’s volunteer 
efforts took on a special meaning in memory of Dr. King, who believed 
that change was possible through non-violence and unity. It was our 
pleasure to help out today and to serve the community in honor of Dr. 
King.”

NJ Alumni and staff are proud to volunteer for service on MLK Day and 
plan to keep this special tradition going after celebrating its first decade. 
A busy calendar of community service events is regularly maintained by 
alumni and staff, including city cleanups, helping at food pantries, back 
to school drives, and food drives for the holidays.

Members of New Jersey alumni started the 
month of February by joining in another 
community service 'Celebrity Read' event 
hosted by the United Way of Essex and 
West Hudson. The event recruits volunteers 
to demonstrate the importance of reading 
to school age children in local communities. 
Alumni were joined by staff from Talbot Hall 
Residential Reentry Center, members of the 
Newark Police Department, and a former 
member of the NFL. The team was assigned 
to Ann Street School in Newark and read to 
the first-grade class.

“As alumni we are committed to helping 
children in the community by passing on a 
positive message about learning and staying 

in school,” said Arthur Townes, Alumni 
Manager for GEO Reentry Services in New 
Jersey. “We get a lot back from helping 
others and participating with the United 
Way was a very rewarding experience. 
Thanks to all who participated.”

The GEO team members each read a 
story to the first graders and enjoyed a 
morning of mingling with the students 

and volunteers. A literacy initiative 
created by the United Way of Essex and 
West Hudson counties of New Jersey, the 
agency coordinates volunteers from the 
community to read to the children, which 
gives them the title of 'Celebrity Reader.' 
United Way supports the reading event, 
stating that young people that are read 
to for thirty minutes per week show an 
increase in reading scores.

Community service opportunities 
allow alumni members to continue the 
support that began with GEO Reentry 
programming.  Giving back to the 
community is an important action as 
a means to maintaining a productive 
lifestyle and encouraging others to reach 
for positive goals. The 'Celebrity Read' 
event provided an uplifting day to share 
the joy of reading with young community 
members and enhance the lives of alumni 
and staff.

Pictured: Maria Alvarez, Tears Hall, 
Arthur Townes

Written By Karen Collins, GEO Care 
Strategic Marketing

Alumni & Talbot Hall 
Staff Join 

Celebrity Read

Pictured: Arthur Townes, Sheila Leonardo



As many of you know, the 

Eight Guiding Principles of 

Risk/Recidivism Reduction are 

the foundation of Evidence-

Based Practices (EBP). These 

principles, developed by 

the National Institute of 

Corrections and Crime and 

Justice Institute, are at the 

heart of the work we do 

every day at the Napa County 

Community Corrections 

Service Center (CCSC) – 

from risk assessment to 

measurement and feedback of 

service delivery. Although we 

understand the importance of 

these principles, and ensure 

staff are formally trained in 

the delivery of them, we also 

know that the stability factors 

and needs of our participants 

cannot be met solely by us – it 

takes a village! That’s why the 

Napa County CCSC developed 

and implemented a Reentry 

Roundtable where multiple 

community and agency 

partners, including a probation 

liaison, come together every 

two months to discuss 

opportunities that are available 

to the participants we serve in 

common.

Principle number six, “Engage 

Ongoing Support in Natural 

Communities” was the catalyst 

behind the development of 

the Reentry Roundtable and 

is an important factor that 

not only supports successful 

community reentry for 

participants but also aids in the 

goal of increasing community 

safety and lowering recidivism. 

The mission statement for the 

Reentry Roundtable is:

“To promote 
community-well-
being and lower 
recidivism by assisting 
justice-involved and 
at-risk individuals to 
successful community 
reentry through 
strength-based 
partnerships”

Napa County CCSC and its 

partners have made it their 

goal to ensure support and 

protective factors for the 

participants so that we can 

fulfill this mission. We come 

together to discuss all the 

available resources we each 

provide:  Cognitive behavioral 

intervention, housing 

help, veterans services, 

substance abuse and family 

services, LGBTQ support 

services, Spanish resources, 

employment resources, 

educational support from 

the local community college, 

literacy and tutoring from the 

local library including ESL for 

our Spanish Track, and more. 

The meetings have been such 

a success that the word is 

getting out and more partners 

are attending each time the 

Reentry Roundtable is held. 

It is my experience that our 

participants enter the program 

with a small bit of hope that 

somehow we can help them 

do something different with 

their lives. I hear many of 

Napa County CCSC Reentry Roundtable
 It Takes a Village!

Written By Karen Graff, Napa County Community Corrections Service Center

National Institute  
of Corrections
Eight Guiding Principles 
For Risk/Recidivism Reduction

Image source: Implementing Evidence-Based Practice in Community Corrections: The Principles of Effective Intervention. National Institute of Corrections, 2004

them say they are tired of 

their old life and the revolving 

door of incarceration, but 

they just don’t know where 

to start and they become 

easily overwhelmed. It is only 

through these community 

partnerships and the selfless 

individuals invested in 

providing the help that is 

needed, that we become an 

integral part of what we all 

started this work for in the 

first place – “Changing 
Behavior, Changing 
Lives!”

Image source: Implementing Evidence-Based Practice in Community Corrections: The 
Principles of Effective Intervention. National Institute of Corrections, 2004
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